HEALTH

ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Siksika Health Assistance offers financial assistance and
support with medical supplies or emergencies that are not
covered by insurance or Non-Insured Health Benefits (NIHB).
Siksika’s Health Assistance Program is operated out of the
Medical Transportation office at the Siksika Health & Wellness
Centre, and is administered by a committee, guided by Health
Assistance Policy and Procedures.

Types of Assistance Provided:

Most Health Assistance is provided for medical emergencies,
for example when a Nation member is unexpectedly
hospitalized, and family need to be at the bedside. While the
amount of support that Health Assistance can provide is
limited, it does provide initial funding for gas or parking for the
family members until alternative arrangements can be made.

P In some cases, Health Assistance may be accessed for*:

Prescription costs for medications not covered by NIHB
Medical Equipment not covered by NIHB

Dental services

Glasses and optometry services

Appointment costs that are not otherwise covered
Respite services at the Siksika Elder's Lodge

Special dietary requirements

Hospital beds and wheelchairs (for loan), for community
members requiring this equipment on a short-term basis
Medical equipment that is not otherwise covered by NIHB
+ Non-monetary assistance, as required

*please note that assistance will not cover bills that have already
gone to the Collection Companies.




In addition to financial support, Nation members
can receive valuable non-monetary assistance A
to help manage costs covered by non-insured |
health benefits (NIHB). This support ensures that
members can access necessary health services
and resources, alleviating the burden of navigating
the complexities of the NIHB program. By providing
guidance and facilitating the reimbursement
process, we aim to enhance the overall well-being
of our community and ensure that every member
receives the care they need.

Throughout the 2024-25 year, the program provided:

¢+ Health Assistance to 135 Siksika Nation members & families
* 114 Medical Reimbursements / Payments
« Emergency Assistance to 21 Siksika Nation members & families
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